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Cardinal Newman - Feast Day This Week

A few years ago, John Henry Cardinal Newman was officially canonized in England for the universal Church and
indeed the world. Deacon Jack Sullivan of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, who received a miraculous healing through
Newman’s intercession, wrote in a homily, "Now our holy and enduring Church lives and is constantly renewed in a
very special way by those called by Christ as His servants to inspire and revitalize her. One such person, called for
this purpose was the Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman. Although he died 120 years ago, Newman's thoughts
and insights have enjoyed lasting acceptance, because they reflect the enduring truth about mankind's condition and
his instinctive quest for his Creator.” 

Deacon Jack continues, "When gazing upon the din and clamor of this world, Cardinal Newman was gifted with a
most extraordinary sense of foresight, a supernatural vision enabling him to see far beyond the rather limited and
worldly sight of his contemporaries. As a sign of Christ's presence in the world, he could see clearly that which was
beyond the horizon. He could see clearly far above the clouds, to that shining cross in the sky, to that heavenly
dimension. And he brilliantly preached and wrote about what he saw." 

We see this gift most beautifully portrayed in Sermon 16 of his 'Parochial and Plain Sermons'. In his examination of
the virtue of faith Newman wrote: 'It is a practical perception of the unseen world. It is to understand that this world
is not enough for our happiness. We must look beyond it toward God to realize his presence, to serve Him, to do His
will, to surrender oneself totally to Him, who is the sovereign Giver of all good.' He went on to say: 'The victory of
faith is ours if the souls of its members but cross over the threshold of worldliness, by submitting to the process of
inner conversion, because we know it co-exists with a much higher design. God works for us. He even works for
those who don't work for themselves!' 

"And so he surrendered his will to follow the 'kindly light of truth', most often at great cost to himself. Cardinal
Newman often reflected on God's 'call' and concluded that God had destined him for some great undertaking, but
what it was eluded him.” 

As we continue in this semester, take inspiration from Cardinal Newman. Ponder in your heart and in your prayer the
undertaking God has for you in your life. Discover your calling and your special place in this world. Discover a
deeper understanding of what it is God is asking of you. This is discernment. God will open Himself to you should
you give your heart to Him. Newman has a lot to teach us as I am sure we will discover. 

Cardinal Newman’s Feast Day is Wednesday, October 9th. Can you join us for Insta-Mass at 9:00pm here at the
Chapel. It would be a great way to invoke his intercession on the semester! 

Peace,

Fr. Cool

PS - Join us after morning Mass today for our first FIRST SUNDAY BRUNCH; a new tradition for Newman.

Carlie Burse
Office Manager

cburse@ur.rochester.edu
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